
‘Heritage’ display on the Gilera
Stand at the Bike Show
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INCOME                                              £             EXPENDITURE                              £
Subscriptions/back issues        1686.45    Photoco pying/collation   245.61
Morini Club  (98 Cadwell)             302.00 Postag e                                 271.17 
Stafford Show Expenses   25.00 BMF affiliation                  129.00
Bank Interest                                    16 .77 Insurance                             112.00
Bob Wright Advert   40.00 BMF Rally Stand                   112.81  
     Stationery                           138.86
     Morini Club (98 AGM)   200.00
     Display equipment     46.01 
     Stafford Show Expenses     25.00 
Total                                               2070.22    Total                                   1280.46
Surplus                                             789.76
     
Cash in bank 23/7/99             1688.02  
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604 at Ashes corner
Gurston Down May 99
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An RV250 on sale at FPM in Italy
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This is the second attempt at what
may be a regular feature in THE
GeN. There are a number of Gilera
twist and go scooters owner
members out there and this section
is for them to contribute to.

The first article of this section in
issue 22 covered what is available
for Runner engine tuning, this
section will cover handling
improvements.

Regarding Runner handling there is
the lucky owner and the not so lucky
owner. The lucky owner will have a
recent Runner with the rear brake
disk and the not so lucky the original
Runner with a drum rear brake. As
far as handling goes the later Runner
is the superior due to its revised fork
springing and damping and the new
adjustable rear suspension unit. The
suspension set-up on the later
Runners is very comparable
performance wise to the fancy
complicated hub-centre affair found
on the Italjet Dragster according to a
side by side review in Scootering
Magazine (issue 161).

Stiff springing and damping caused
the biggest handling problem with
the original Runner coupled with a
budget led OEM tyre choice i.e.

Maxxis. The cheapest way to
improve handling is to change the
tyres for something better. The best
at the moment are the Hutchinson
Funzy but they are made of a soft
sticky compound that visibly wears.
Longer lasting but less sticky tyres
such as Continental Zippy 1 or
Bridgestone Hoop are worth trying.
The problem appears to be caused
by the stiffness of the tyre sidewall.
The Maxxis has a hard wall thus
transferring all shock to the stiff
suspension. This gives an unstable
ride most noticeable when trying to
get around a corner with a less than
smooth road surface. Tyres with a
soft sidewall absorb this shock and
give the suspension an easier task.
The later Runners have softer more
compliant springing and damping
and largely solve this problem.

However a number of parts are
available to fit the Runner and the
most expensive item is a
replacement fork set made by Paioli.
They feature spring pre-load
adjustment, damping adjustment
and a larger disk brake and cost
around £350. There are also
numerous rear suspension units
available from Paioli, Bitubo etc from
£80 up to £200.



Possibly the most publicised
handling problem possessed by the
Runner is caused by the flexible
engine mount bush being too
flexible. This allows the rear wheel
to move sideways by up to an inch
either side of centre. This handling
problem though is only highlighted
by other non-Gilera / Piaggio
scooter owner / dealers to try and
justify their machines. Runners are
raced in Italy with the factory engine
mount without any problems, but a
kit is available for £40 to reduce the
movement.

I look forward to receiving any
material concerning Gilera twist and
go machines for inclusion in this
section.

�  ��������
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Paioli forks with larger disk.
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An additional track day has been
booked at Three Sisters circuit near
Wigan for 18 August. We will be
supporting this MRC event along
with the Benelli/Motobi Owners.
Three Sisters is a really tight riders’
circuit. Having raced there ten years
ago on the ‘Rotarini’ I am really
looking forward to taking the 604
round. More news in GeN#24.

Put both of these dates in your diary
now !
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